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SCWA Newsletter Contribution Opportunities

Do you have a book or conference review?  An article of interest to the SCWA?  An event SCWA 
members should know about?  Your SCWA Newsletter accepts contributions (typically 250 words or 
less) for the ÒWriter!s CornerÓ, ÒEvents and AnnouncementsÓ, and ÒReviewsÓ sections of the 
newsletter.  To be considered for the following month!s edition, please submit by the 27th of each 
month.  The editor will evaluate all input and determine when, and if, it will be published in the 
newsletter.  Send any contributions to editor@ocwriter.com.
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SCWA President!s Message

Charla Spence, SCWA President

Time for a 7th Inning Stretch 

    Time for a commercial intermission from your SCWA.  It!s hard to believe we are half way though 
2011.  2012 will be here before we know it and I want to put in an early pitch for each of the members 
to consider giving back to the SCWA in the form of getting involved on the SCWA Board or as one of 
the non-board Volunteers.  The SCWA wouldn!t exist without the generous donation of time by those 
who help with the various tasks needed.  The current and past Board has tried to minimize the 
amount of work and time involvement for each Board member and volunteer by breaking the 
responsibilities up into smaller jobs.  We are always looking for fresh ideas and input. If you have an 
interest in a particular position but don!t feel you know enough to take it on, not to worry, we have 
tools and people to help you. A great way to learn about any of the Board positions is to be an 
assistant to the position and learn while helping the Board member with their responsibilities.
    So, what!s in it for you?  (I mean other than the fame and glory?)  WellÉamong other things:

- Free or Reduced Membership Fees - For anyone assuming a Board position, the SCWA will 
waive your membership dues following your full year of satisfactory service. That!s right, serve 
on the 2012 board and get your 2013 dues waived.  For our non-board Volunteers, you will 
have your membership dues reduced by 50% for the year following your full year of 
satisfactory service. 

- Resume Bullets Ð You can list your position(s) on resumes, business cards, website, email 
signature, etc. providing a little more credibility to your professional writing career.

- Continuous Learning - Your on the job learning for your position will provide additional 
transferable skills that you can adapt and use for other opportunities outside of the SCWA. 

- Feel Good Ð For most people, providing service makes us feel good. It feels good to help 
someone out so why not help out an organization that is trying hard to help you by providing 
quality speakers and other beneÞts to help you with your craft.

We will be calling for nominations in September. The elections for the 2012 Board and Volunteers will 
be held at the October meeting. It is never too late to get involved we still have a number of Volunteer 
Board Assistant positions open for 2011.  You can offer to get involved at anytime.  Please seriously 
consider helping the SCWA.   Thank you.

Return to ToC
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SCWA Monthly Meeting - August 20th Speaker

Gayle Brandeis

 The SCWA is proud to bring back Gayle Brandeis, a speaker we have had more requests for 
since her first appearance last year with her ‘Strawberry’ speech. This August, Gayle is back to cover 
more about the creative process and talk about finding inspiration in writers who paved the way in the 
past and also finding ‘writerly’ inspiration through other art forms.
 Gayle grew up in the Chicago area and has been writing poems and stories since she was four 
years old. She is the author of Fruitflesh: Seeds of Inspiration for Women Who Write (HarperOne), 
Dictionary Poems (Pudding House Publications), the novels The Book of Dead Birds (HarperCollins), 
which won Barbara Kingsolver's Bellwether Prize for Fiction in Support of a Literature of Social 
Change, Self Storage (Ballantine) and Delta Girls (Ballantine), and her first novel for young readers, 
My Life with the Lincolns (Holt). 
 Gayle's poetry, fiction and essays have appeared in numerous magazines and anthologies 
(such as Salon.com, The Nation, and The Mississippi Review) and have received several awards, 
including the QPB/Story Magazine Short Story Award, a Barbara Mandigo Kelley Peace Poetry 
Award, and a grant from the Barbara Deming Memorial Fund. Her essay on the meaning of liberty 
was one of three included in the Statue of Liberty’s Centennial time capsule in 1986, when she was 
18. In 2004, the Writer Magazine honored Gayle with a Writer Who Makes a Difference Award. 
 Gayle holds a BA in “Poetry and Movement: Arts of Expression, Meditation and Healing” from 
the University of Redlands, and an MFA in Creative Writing/Fiction from Antioch University. She has 
taught at universities, libraries, community centers and writing conferences around the country; she is  
also on the national staff of the women's peace organization CODEPINK and is a founding member of 
the Women Creating Peace Collective. Gayle lives in Riverside, CA and has a son in college, a 
daughter in high school, and a new baby boy.

Return to ToC

SCWA Planned Speaker Schedule
"
August, 2011:" Gayle Brandeis
September, 2011:" Kirsten Wright
October, 2011:" Marla Miller
November, 2011:" Dennis Palumbo
December, 2011:" Brennan Harvey
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SCWA Monthly Meeting - July Meeting Highlights

Antoinette Kuritz

by Glenda Brown Rynn, SCWA Reporter

ÒThis is the most exciting time I!ve seen for writers,Ó says whirlwind Antoinette Kuritz, author, 
publisher, host of Writers Roundtable Radio Show, and President of Strategies Literary Public 
Relations & Book Development. Presenting the shifting horizons in publishing, Kuritz says major 
authors are turning to the e-book process where they have Òmore control, make more money, and get 
to market faster.Ó 

The chain of e-book cause and effect affects everything except a writer!s Þngers on the 
keyboard. E-books are now 10% of the market and next year will be 40%. In Þve years, e-readers will 
be the primary venue. The store size of big book chains will shrink to 10,000 sq. ft. Since the big 
publishers buy almost all of their shelf space, not much is left for books from small publishers. Yet the 
number of independent publishers is growing as is the number of independent bookstores. Writers 
may also utilize special market sales, such as organizations and clubs, etc.

Only a few big publishers are left, owned by corporations whose focus is their own proÞt. Be 
careful not to sign away your e-book rights, especially with Random House. Instead of the former 
process of agent/editor/publisher/PR, you!ll meet with committees who determine if you!ll be proÞtable 
enough to take on. Have the titles of four more books you plan to write. With independent publishers, 
you can negotiate because Òprinters are hurting now.Ó Kuritz mentioned a price of $3200 for 2500 
copies with hard covers and illustrations. Read every single word of your contract or Òpay $200 for an 
intellectual rights lawyer.Ó Communicate by email as much as possible and Òcut your legal fee by 
75%.Ó

Stay on top of this tsunami of change. Subscribe to the free Publishers Lunch online. Authors 
who self-publish usually need a Òbook shepherd,Ó but Òbe careful whom you buy into,Ó Kuritz warns. 
Ò#Experts! are everywhere. Don!t bank on references.Ó These experts may charge you more than 
necessary for each step (editing, illustration, formatting, etc.) because they are pocketing the 
difference. You should get a minimum of 1,000 top quality books. Kuritz mentioned an author who 
was scammed $100,000 to get his trade paperback to market. 

If you are self-published, physical stores won!t carry you if you published your work Þrst as an e-
book. However, Kuritz says you may simultaneously  put out your hard cover copy and the e-book. 
Successful e-books can go to hardback later. If, for some reason, you have books that never got to 
the public, you can place a new distributor!s ISBN sticker over the old one and market the books for 
your beneÞt.

Print on Demand [POD] is still the orphan child of the industry.
With e-books, Kuritz asks if your formatter can make a Òkick-ass cover.Ó Also, have your e-book 

translated into Spanish, a Òhuge and growingÓ market. She mentioned two paths for e-publishing: B & 
N!s own publishing program called ÒPub ItÓ and Publish Green (www.publishgreen.com). Both guide 
you through the process. E-books use only two-to three formats.

Regardless of the technology, your book still must be well written. Don!t ignore the importance of 
good content editing, copy-editing, and line editing. Other eyes need to catch problems in verbosity, 
missing information, spelling, grammar, punctuation, spacing, etc.

" " " " " " " " " " Continues on Pg 12
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SCWA Monthly Meeting - September Speaker 
Preview

ÒSocial MediaÓ

Kirsten Wright

" Kirsten Wright owns Wright Creativity, a solo social media design and strategy Þrm specializing 
in small to mid-size businesses. She works with businesses to build out a strong social media 
presence from beginning to end Ð including twitter, facebook, blogging, youtube and geo-location 
marketing. She!s worked with clients ranging from individual real estate agents and local restaurants 
to a national MMA Þght brand and an international tire company. 

" For design, she works with businesses to build out the perfect site design, including overall 
branding and client understanding. Whatever you are looking for, simple and classy or unique and 
wild, she can create it. In her off time, she loves taking her greyhound, Badger, for runs and watching 
old movies with her husband.

Return to ToC

SCWA Information Disclaimer

The SCWA receives information on various services, writing contests and events. As a courtesy, we 
will forward the information to our members. Unless otherwise indicated, the SCWA does not 
discourage, encourage or recommend any of the services, contests or events. Many of these 
services, contests and events cost money; therefore, we recommend that you evaluate the 
opportunities based on your individual situation and interest. Because of our membership email 
protection policy, please do not forward information to the general membership directly. We request 
that all members forward any information to the SCWA President for approval and forwarding to the 
membership.

SCWA Members wishing to share appropriate writing related information and resources are welcome 
to do so via the SCWA Facebook page or the SCWA discuss@ocwriter.com discussion board.$ The 
SCWA Newsletter Editor will determine the information to be contained in the SCWA on-line 
newsletter which is primarily used for ofÞcial SCWA information.  

" " " " " " " " " " Events and Announcements

Return to ToC
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SCWA August ÒWill Write 4 Food ContestÓ

Write:  Look carefully at the photo$below and write a short-short story (maximum 250 words) about 
what is happening.

Submit:  One entry per member per month.

E-mail to:  contest@ocwriter.com with subject line: August 2011 ÒWill Write 4 Food Contest.Ó Put your 
daytime phone number or e-mail address in the message, along with the title of your story. Please 
attach the story without your identifying information, so the judging will be impartial.

Deadline:  Stories must be received on or before 11:59 p.m. on August 13, 2011.

Winner : Attends their next SCWA meeting for free, a $25.00 value! He or she will also be presented 
with a winner!s certiÞcate. The winning story will be featured in the club newsletter and on the 
organization!s Web site. Runners-up will also receive certiÞcates and their stories will be on the Web 
site.

Criteria:  Contestants must be dues-paying members of SCWA with accounts current.$ The story must 
be 250 words or less. No evaluation or comments will be offered on contest submissions. Only one 
winning entry per member per year, but you may receive as many honorable mentions as you can 
win. At the end of the year, we will try to publish all winning stories in an SCWA chapbook.

Return to ToC
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SCWA July ÒWill Write 4 Food ContestÓ Winner

ÒVoyageÓ

By Larry Porricelli
"
" ÒJimÉwhy?Ó
" ÒI was hungry, Doc, that simple.Ó
" ÒYou call a nurse, she would have gotten you something.Ó
" ÒYeah, right. Mud tastes better than that eco-pudding. I know. I!ve eaten some of the Þnest mud 
from the Dead Sea.Ó
" ÒThese are glass Petri dishes, with live cultures growing in them.Ó
" ÒNo wonder they were so tasty.Ó
" ÒJim, if I report this, you aren!t going home.Ó
" ÒThat!s okay, Doc. The food here is better.Ó
" ÒWe!ve removed a clock, a gun, and a DVD, don!t you think something!s wrong with this 
picture?Ó
" ÒYou forgot the rocking chair.Ó
" ÒWe couldn!t document that claim Ð there were just wood slivers left.Ó
" ÒIt was good, damn good. I wish I got the cat that used to sleep by it.Ó
" ÒJim, I have no suggestions as to what to do for you.Ó
" ÒDoc, just let me eat what the hell I want.Ó
" ÒWould like to, but the ethics, understand?Ó
" ÒThere ain!t real food left. Anywhere.Ó
" ÒDammit Jim, I!m a doctor, not a farmer.Ó
" ÒThen let me go. For old time!s sake.Ó
" ÒWhere to, Jim, everything on this planet is destroyed.Ó
" ÒThere!s hope, Doc, there always was with our crew.Ó
" ÒSorry to inform you those Petri dishes held the hope to manufacture sufÞcient supplements for 
survival until we rebuilt the planet.Ó
" ÒMy god.Ó
" ÒYou!ll survive, Jim, but most of us are goners.Ó
" ÒDoc, there were two more Petri dishes left Ð they could still help us.Ó
" ÒYes, Jim, they could have, but Spock and Uhuru ate those.Ó

Return to ToC
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SCWA Writer!s Corner

Don’t Be Scammed By Your Publisher
By Patricia L. Fry

" If you spend any time at all researching publishers, you will Þnd some publishing horror stories. 
The more time you spend, the more stories you will discover. 
" You!ll read about authors handing over thousands of dollars and getting little in return. You!ll 
hear about contracts from hell and broken promises. You!ll learn of failure and shame, disappointment 
and major losses. But only a percentage of the companies you read about are scammers. And the 
sad thing is, they remain in business because authors keep engaging them.
" What if every author took the time to research the world of publishing before getting involved? 
What if they all studied any contracts presented and hired a publishing attorney before signing one? 
Do you know what would happen? The out and out scammers and those charging exorbitant amounts 
of money for services they do not perform, for example, will be run out of town. Those that are trying 
to fool unsuspecting authors with fancy footwork will be forced to either quit or start ßying right. And 
those many good guys among the publishers will ßourish.
" Please, if you are ready to choose a publisher, 
" 1: Spend several weeks or months studying the publishing industry, how it works, your options 
and your responsibilities as a published author. 
" 2: Research the type of publishing option you are considering. Open your mind to all of the 
negatives and positives. 
" 3: Do a thorough investigation of the company you choose (and I!m talking traditional publisher 
as well as pay-to-publish services). 
" 4: Make sure you thoroughly understand any contract presented. If you don!t, hire a publishing 
attorney.
" How do you research publishing companies? Here!s what you don!t doÑyou don!t rely on their 
website and their press releases to give you the information you need about their reputation. You do a 
Google search using keywords, Òpublisher nameÓ + ÒwarningÓ or ÒcomplaintÓ or Òscam,Ó for example. 
And you also might speak with some of the company!s authors. 
" Here are a few warning sites for authors:
" http://www.anotherealm.com/prededitors
" www.todayswriting.com/poetry-scams.html (Not only for poets.)
" http://www.sfwa.org/for-authors/writer-beware 
"
Patricia Fry is the author of 34 books, including her latest, Promote Your Book, Over 250 Proven, 
Low-Cost Tips and Techniques for the Enterprising Author. Order your copy at amazon.com (also 
available in Kindle), B&N.com, IndieBound.com or at the publisher!s website: http://www.allworth.com/
Promote_Your_Book_p/1-58115-857-1.htm 
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Events and Announcements

The SCWA Information Disclaimer.

SCWA and SPAWN Announce Partnership!

The SCWA and Small Publishers, Artists, and Writers Network (SPAWN) have announced a 
partnership agreement.  All SCWA members who wish to join SPAWN will receive a $10 discount in 
their annual SPAWN membership cost.  SPAWN members who join SCWA will receive the same 
discount.  SCWA members will be eligible for this discount for their 2012 membership.  If you!d like 
more info on SPAWN, go to: www.spawn.org.  If you!d like to join the SCWA, contact 
membership@ocwriter.com.

SCWA Publications

Advanced reader copies of Darlene Quinn's book, Webs of Fate, the prequel to Webs of Power, have 
been shipped.$ If you are writing a review for Darlene's new book, she thanks you.  She has a book 
launch on Saturday, October 2nd, at 3PM at Barnes and Noble, Marina PaciÞca, Long Beach.

Pat WIlson has an article in the August 2011 "America in World War II" magazine.

L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers of the Future, volume 27, featuring Brennan Harvey's 1st place 
story, The Truth, From a Lie of Convenience,$is$being ordered by$Wal-Mart.

New Facebook Group for SCWA

In addition to the SCWA Facebook page we have formed a Facebook Group for SCWA. To Þnd the 
SCWA group,  just type ÒSCWAÓ in the search box at the top , and the group will pop up (look for our 
logo to help differentiate the various SCWA listings). You can add yourself to the group as well as 
friends who are interested in writing, blogging, etc. 

For the SCWA page, type in ÒSouthern California Writers AssociationÓ on the search box at the top.  
The page will pop up. You can click the "like"  button, and become a fan of SCWA. Here we update 
the information on our meetings, and you may leave comments as well.

Southern California Writers Conference

The Los Angeles Writers Conference is September 23- 25, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency Newport 
Beach.  Discounted lodging rates are available to SCWC*LA conferees.  Further details can be found 
on: <http://www.writersconference.com>.
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Reviews

ThrillerFest VI - July, 2011 - New York City

by Steve Jackson

ThrillerFest is the annual conference put on by International Thriller Writers.  The conference is held 
over four days, and has three components: CraftFest, AgentFest, and ThrillFest.

CraftFest is 1 1/2 days of lectures by bestselling authors on various aspects of the craft or business of 
writing.  I found them of high quality, and the members of ITW all seemed genuinely interested in 
helping aspiring authors.  Ken Follett was particularly impressive.

AgentFest is a 2 1/2 hour session of speed dating with literary agents.  There were over 60 agents 
available for authors to pitch their story to.  There are no reservations; you get in line and wait your 
turn, then get in another line.  You get about 3 minutes, although the agent can dismiss you or keep 
you as long as they want.  I spoke with 14 agents and found them all friendly and helpful.

ThrillFest is two days, and consists of panel discussions and interviews.  Panels including authors, 
agents, publishers, and social media experts.  My favorite was two current CIA Þeld agents discussing 
the reality of the spy business.  There is also an awards banquet.

Here's my top 10 list from the conference.

1.  Speed dating with agents allows the writer to ÒsellÓ their story, and themselves, better than emailed 
or mailed queries.
2.  "It's impossible to teach someone how to write; it is possible to teach someone how to teach 
themselves how to write." - Steve Berry
3.  Steve Berry presented the 11 Rules of Writing.  Rule #1: ÒThere are no rules.Ó  Rule #7: ÒWriting is 
rewritingÓ, which for him means at least 50 revisions, and more likely 80.
4.  "Read your story out loud.  If it sounds bad, it is." - Bruce DeSilva
5.  "The marketplace has decided that the format is no longer relevant - traditional publishing is no 
longer a useful term." - Michael Cader, Amazon
6.  "People read what other people tell them to read - marketing is the value we will always bring."  - 
Paul Aiken, traditional publishing house
7.  "Agents are realizing their role is 'rights' management." - Simon Lipskar, Agent
8.  "In Þve years, 75% of books will be sold digitally." - Simon Lipskar
9.  "No one knows what business models will survive and how publishers will adapt." - Simon Lipskar
10. "Amazon is a huge electronics company - we can afford to subsidize books, which is a small 

portion of our business, which puts us in a unique position as the publishing business sorts itself 
out." - Michael Cader, Amazon

I would give the conference an ÒAÓ.  It met all of my expectations, and was worth the cost.  I 
recommend it to anyone writing thrillers, especially if you!re looking for an agent.
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SCWA Board of Directors

Return to ToC

SCWA Members Directory

The SCWA now offers a complementary listing with all paid memberships.  This is entirely voluntary.  
If you would like your contact information listed in the newsletter, please forward this information to 
the editor at editor@ocwriter.com.  

Name"" " email" " " " " web" " "          " " phone            
Baum, Lynnette"" therightwriter@cox.net" " " www.the-right-writer.com" " 949-654-3891
Crayne, Victory" " victory@crayne.com" " " www.crayne.com" " " 949-206-0922
Dunn, Polly" " SCWA: membership@ocwriter.com"
Jackson, Steve" " SCWA: editor@ocwriter.com" " web.me.com/stevejackson4/Writer"
Marsh, Sonia" " SCWA: meeting@ocwriter.com" " soniamarsh.com" " " 949-309-0030
Porricelli, Larry" " SCWA:"publicity@ocwriter.com" "
Rynn, Glenda" " grynn@cox.net"
Spence, Charla" " SCWA: president@ocwriter.com"" www.CharlaSpence.com" "
Stoklosa, Tony" " SCWA: webmaster@ocwriter.com"
Young, Neil" " SCWA: programmer@ocwriter.com"

Return to ToC

President................................................................Charla Spence 
VP, Programming ......................................................Neil Young
VP, Membership........................................................ Polly Dunn 
Secretary .................................................................... Polly Dunn 
Ambassador........................................................Lynnette Baum 
Treasurer ...............................................................Larry Porricelli 
Publicity Director ...............................................Larry Porricelli 
Webmaster.............................................................Tony Stoklosa 
Meeting Coordinator.............................................Sonia Marsh 
Newsletter Editor.................................................Steve Jackson

Membership Information 
membership@ocwriter.com
Meeting Reservations 

Sonia Marsh, meeting@ocwriter.com
or message (949) 309-0030
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 Hiking is only one of the myriad of recreational opportunities that California’s deepest valley and sur-
rounding mountains has in store for RVing enthusiasts. In the past, it provided home sites for Indians, trapping 
and trade routes for mountain men, and gold and silver for the treasure hunters. 
 
 Today it’s a door to unlimited recreational activities - camping, fishing, backpacking, water skiing, mu-
seum and ghost town touring, or just plain relaxing.

 I would like to invite your readers to experience spring in the valley when the meadow grass is green, the 
cool streams rush filled with snow-melted water, and a profusion of wildflowers are in bloom. In the summer, 
horses with flowing manes and white face cattle graze in verdant pastures. In the fall, aspens are turning yellow, 
tawny, and gold, A breath of frost is in the air and you may see snow sprinkling the crested peaks as a prelude to 
winter.

 !e article will also describe such places as the 100-million year old Alabama Hills and strange rock for-
mations where the silent screen cowboys came to life; 4000-year old bristlecone pines where you can touch the 
world’s oldest living thing; Palisades Glacier where you can feel the cold of the most southern glacier in U.S.; and 
Owens Lake where you can witness the historic saga of a mountain lake steamship. Owens Valley is a place of 
earthquake faults, craters, lava flow, and hot springs. Bones of mastodons have been found and a chain of Indian 
petroglyphs runs through the area.

 Bishop, the valley’s largest city, offers golfing, tennis, fishing, and dining under the very crest of the Sier-
ras - also tubing the Owens on Huck Finn day, mule racing on Mule Days, and rodeo on Labor Day.

 I will mail the article to you -- including 35-mm transparencies -- upon receiving your request to see the 
piece on speculation.

 I primarily write outdoor and travel articles. I’ve been published in Westways, Trailer Life, Motorhome, 
RV West, etc. I have a BA in Technical Communications and professionally, I’m a Technical Publications Admin-
istrator.

 !ank you for your consideration.

 Bert Millspaugh
   

Millspaugh, continued from pg. 7

 Writer’s Corner (cont.)

continued on page 9
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SCWA Newsletter Advertising

If you would like to list services in the SCWA Newsletter you may apply for a paid listing by sending 
an email request to editor@ocwriter.com.  You may purchase either business card size or web page 
size advertisements.

Size" " Monthly"" Quarterly" Half-Year" Year" (SCWA Members will receive a 10% discount)
2 x 3.5Ó :" $15.00" " $40.00" " $75.00" " $125.00"
Full page:" $100.00" $250.00" $400.00" $700.00

Return to ToC

SCWA Monthly Meeting Information and Map

Registration & Networking:   9:30 a.m.
Meeting:                                    10:00 a.m.
Lunch:                                       11:30 a.m.
A! ernoon Program:               12:30 p.m.

Meeting Location:
        Claim Jumper Restaurant
        Banquet Room entrance, rear of building
        18050 Brookhurst St., Fountain Valley, CA
        Restaurant telephone:  (714) 963-6711

Return to ToC

July Highlights - Continued

In addition, Ms. Kuritz covered how to build your platform online and with traditional media so 
that you!re off and running before your book comes out.Ó  With PR, remember that women buy 85% of 
the books unless they are ÒnicheÓ books.

Antoinette Kuritz!s 2011 La Jolla Writer!s Conference will run November 4-6 at the Paradise 
Point Resort & Spa in San Diego. The fee is $385. (If you signed up at the meeting, the price was 
$300.) The Conference covers the art, craft, and business of writing.

" " " " " " " " " " " Return to July Highlights

Return to ToC
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President ..............................................................Charla Spence
VP, Programming .....................................................Neil Young
VP, Membership ....................................................... Polly Dunn
Secretary .................................................................... Polly Dunn
SCWA Ambassador ............................................Lynette Baum
Treasurer ..............................................................Larry Porricelli
Publicity Director ..............................................Larry Porricelli
Webmaster ...........................................................Tony Stoklosa
Meeting Coordinator ...........................................Sonia Marsh
Newsletter Editor ..........................................David Meacham

Membership Information
 membership@ocwriter.com

Meeting Reservations
Sonia Marsh, meeting@ocwriter.com

or message (949) 309-0030
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Next Month’s Speaker: 
Phillip Margolin

April 16, 2011
“How to Write Thrillers in Your Spare Time for Fun 

and Profit”
New York Times best-selling author, Phillip Margolin, will share secrets when he talks about writing 

mystery and crime novels - "How to Write Thrillers in Your Spare Time for Fun and Profit." Margolin grew up 
in New York, graduated from The American University in Washington, D.C., and then served in Liberia, South 
Africa, as a Peace Corps volunteer from 1965 to 1967. He graduated from New York University School of Law 
and has practiced law in Portland, Oregon for the past 35 years. His riveting and suspenseful legal thrillers are 
hugely entertaining. His latest book, Supreme Justice, is the final installment of a trilogy of page-turning novels. 
Other novels include: Fugitive, Executive Privilege, Proof Positive, Lost Lake, Sleeping Beauty, Ties That Bind, 
Gone but not Forgotten, The Associate, Wild Justice and more.  Margolin's latest novel Supreme Justice will be in 
stores May 18th!

Neil Young
VP, Programming

!!!!!!"#$%#&''(#)$*+#,-(#.

The Scare The Dickens Out of Us ghost story writing contest 
for 2011 is entering its third year. First place prize of $1000.00, 
second place prize of $500.00 and third place prize of $250.00 
will be awarded this year for the best original, previously unpub-
lished ghost stories 5000 words or less that are submitted. For 
younger writers, The Junior Scare The Dickens Out of Us ghost 
story contest, which follows the same rules, o! ers $250.00 for 
first place for writers aged 12-18.
 
This contest is a fundraiser for the Friends of the Dr. Eugene Clark 
Library in Lockhart, Texas. The main contest requires a $20.00 
entry fee and the Junior contest a $5.00 entry fee. The contest is 
privately funded. All entry fee money goes directly to the Friends 
where it is donated to the library for library projects.
 
Entries are accepted beginning July 1. The contest postmark 
deadline is October 1, 2011. Full rules are at www.clarklibrary-
friends.com. 
 
No publication is involved. Writers retain full rights to their sto-
ries. The contest is open to published and unpublished writers, 
and to local, national and international writers as well.
 
The only rules are that you write an original, unpublished ghost 
story and that it be 5000 words or less in length.
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