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| yrst want to congratulate and give my very best wishes to the new Executive Board of SCWA.
As love stated more than once, | feel this is an especially qualiyed group of ofycers who will help our club
grow and prosper.

During the ten years love served on the Board, 16ve noticed a few changes, most during the last
year. But more important, I6ve noticed a consistency in the dedication of our writers, and everyoneds
desire to learn both the craft and the business aspects of journalism and literature. Writing in many ways
is like any other profession, in that it is sometimes necessary to wade through countless hours of tedious
repetition in order to achieve a worthwhile product.

I have to give special commendation to the Vice Presidents of Programming with whom love
worked--Barbara Coulson, Catherine Singer, and Lynnette Baum. Their tireless efforts in recruiting
quality speakers have been invaluable to this club. Many members have expressed their excitement and
rejuvenation about coming to our meetings, hearing one of our delightful guest speakers, and returning
home with a renewed commitment to the art of becoming polished writers. This would not have been
possible without the often excruciating work of our VVPPs.

| hope that this club, under the new Executive Board, will continue to pursue the goal of seeing all
our members develop the skills and expertise to become published authors, if not full time professional
writers. But even for those of us who never see our work ynd its way into print, | hope that SCWA will
continue to remind everyone that, to misquote Spinoza, iWriting is its own reward.o

These last several years have been a very rewarding portion of my life, and | thank you all for
allowing me the privilege of serving on this Board. I plan to continue my support of SCWA, whether as a
future Board member, the Critique Committee Chair, or in any other position | can help.

Good luck and good writing!

Roy King
President

Contact Writers News Editor Mary Michel Green at (949) 361-6581 or green.mary@cox.net

- i Executive Committee
SCWA Critique Committee

President ........ocoovoeieiiiice e Roy King
Open to Members of SCWA V.P. Programming ........ccccccveevverinernnienn, Lynnette Baum
V.P. Membership.......cccovevneiienicin, Victory Crayne
Nonyction & Fiction SECIELAIY ..ttt Victory Crayne
ROY KING ovooveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 3kings@urs2.net 'Fl)'reba:;u_rterl.:.)._......t. ......................................... I_CaroII):)/n S'mlhh
Roy will take any amount of writing for critique. He UDHCTLY TECIO vvrssssvvvvrssssssseesnn ary orr:(t;e !
prefers to see the entire ms at one time. Webmaster RPN Topy Stoklosa
Please mail your manuscript to Roy at: Newsl_etter E(_JlltOl’ .............................. Mary Michel Green
15772 Heatherdale Road, Victorville, CA 92394 Assocu_:mte E_dltor ........................................ Nancy Darnall
Tape Librarian.........ccccocvevveinenicnnnn, Sharon Walters
Poetry Membership Information
Dr. Joyce Wheeler Victory Crayne, V.P. Membership
Joyce will critique up to yve poems. paypal@ocwriter.com or membership@ocwriter.com
Please mail your work to Joyce at: Meeting Reservations
3801 Chestnut Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90807 Carolyn Smith, Treasurer...........c...c....... (949) 675-4244
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October Highlights:

Gregg Hurtwitz: Secrets of Killer Suspense

Although Gregg Hurwitz
began a novel in college at 19, his
yrst job back in the States after
an Oxford fellowship, where he
earned a masterds in Shakespearean
tragedy, was fiwriting dialogue to
match mouth paps on Japanese
animation.0 Since then, his
intensive, experiential research
has allowed him to put characters
into unique situations with ethical
dilemmas, thus far in six killer
mysteries.

Why thrillers? Hurwitz likes
fireverse entropyd to project order
onto the world.0 But he is clear
that firight decisions dontt always
have clean fallout.o

With college degrees in
English and psychology, Hurwitz
seems driven to face down the dark
side of life. He has interviewed
psychopaths, noting how they
hide their amorality and dearth
of emotions by cueing their
responses to the facial expressions
and reactions of the interviewer.
Going undercover into a cult, he
learned yrsthand its mind control
techniques. Heds ridden with biker
gangs and also a SWAT team,
followed a locksmith, fisoaked
upo Alcatraz Island, been in the
yeld with Navy Seals, shadowed
emergency room workers for two

months, and can explain how
cadavers are stored.

From research, Hurwitz says
to extract only the telling details
necessary for depth and speciycity
in characters, even secondary
ones. For example, one detective
notices missing clumps of hair on
a character and recognizes it as the
kind of alopecia that may be a side
effect of too many anti-psychotic
drugs. The writer must not only
understand characterso motivations
firather than setting up straw men
to knock overo but everything
else about themd whether used or
not. The characterés name is right
when all other names fiseem off.0
To be true to his nature, a character
may need to act contrary to his
emotions.

The point of view, whether
yrst or third, needs to be carefully
chosen. fiEven if unreliable, the
narrator has to be unreliable in a
speciyc, consistent way.o

In dialogue, the point can
be made by what a character
is expected to say but doesnit.
Unless done well, a writer should
avoid dialect. If a character
drops figés,0 he needs to do so
consistently. fiDon{t get cutesy.
Assingle aintt goes a long way.o
Little bits of business between

dialogue may focus it more. For
children, fiwork on how they
think, not exactly what they
say.0 Overall, the author must
set the reader up to make correct
inferences from the dialogue and
scene.

Hurwitz warns the writer
to plan ahead by doing as much
research as possible before taking
up the time of experts. He may
also need a legal release form
from the real subjects in his story.
However, if that is not possible,
Hurwitz recommends changing
three attributes of each.

Hurwitz recommends
studying the work of FBI agent
John Douglas, who initiated the
yeld of psychological proyling.
(See www.johndouglasmindhun
ter.com.) iThe best thriller ever
written,0 he says, is Red Dragon
(with Hannibal Lecter) by Thomas
Harris.

Visit gregghurwitz.net for
information on Hurwitzo latest
novel, Last Shot, his blog and other
interesting information.

Glenda Brown Rynn
Member
grynn@cox.net

L1000 OO0Hmogodooon
Decemberl18 1 Victory Crayne

SCWA member, local author, freelance editor and speaker
Ingredients for a Novel to Sell Well
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SCWA News & Announcements

Please Renew Your Dues Soon!

On January 1, everybodyts membership will need to be renewed, except that if you joined after October
1, 2006, your payment included all of 2007.

So, folks, please get your checkbooks out and make a check payable to iSCWAGO for $25 and mail it to
SCWA Membership, c/o Victory Crayne, 15731 Pasadena Ave., No. 15, Tustin, CA 92780.

You can pay by PayPal via visiting the iMembershipo link on our website at www.ocwriter.com.
Remember, you can put money into your PayPal account from either your checkbook or a credit card.

Students at an accredited college or university who send a copy of their student ID card are eligible for
a 50% discount, that is, only $12.50 dues for a year!

If you could pay now, it will help our treasury and enable us to better plan a budget for next year. We

have many exciting speakers and many new services planned for 20076 you will want to be part of it!

LOQO Contest hand your designs to Victoryat a were scalable, that is, we can
meeting. Designs that do not meet  change its size easily and it will

the criteria described below will still look sharp and crisp, without

not be considered. The board of jagged lines and edges.

SCWA will make the ynal design  If you donit have the ability to

In September, we
announced that the board had
approved a contest for designs for
a new logo for our organization.

: . approval decision in February. make a vector (scalable) graphic
er?):JTEZ\?v;(I)e?tsei tg:]s:l:e;/vwlggg e Anyone, whether a design, however, and your
in oress releases ’in banners ' member or not, can submit as design wins, we may be able to
P ’ ’ many designs as they wish. ynd someone to make it into a

membership forms, membership vector graphic. Being scalable is

cards, business cards for ofycers  criteria for your design important because we will need
and members, letterhead for

business use, byers, posters, etc 1. The logo must relate to our at least two, maybe three, sizes.
as part of ou,r biland' i?na o T group as writers. The smaller business card size will
P The person submgitt-in 2. It should not be too be about 0.75 by 0.75 inch and
the winnin I%Iesi 0 will g complicated, so someone can a newsletter/website size will be
receive a tr?ree-pgrt orize: (1) easily understand it at a quick about 2 by 2 inch.
a free luncheon, (2) a oné-year glance. If you or anyone you_know
membership in ,SCWA and (3) a 3. It should not have too many has even an inkling of graphic
check for $25 ’ colors. A version printed in skills, here is an opportunity to
The dlje date for grayscale should be easy to use your imagination and help our
submitting vour desians is understand (so dondt use a lot of group at the same time.
gy g dark colors or a lot of light colors). So, put on your creative

February 1. Send your designs via

o : o |
email to Victory@Crayne.com o 4. It would be nice if the graphic  thinking cap and draw!

Help Wanted!

Board elections were held at the October meeting. Congratulations and many thanks to our 2007
ofycers-elect: President Victory Crayne; Vice-President, Programming Lynnette Baum; Secretary Janet De
Marco; Publicity Director Larry Porricelli; Treasurer Carolyn Kimme Smith; Newsletter Editor Mary Michel
Green; Associate Editor Nancy Darnall; Tape Librarian Shari Walters; and Webmaster Tony Stoklosa.

Vice-President-elect, Membership, Victoria Fernandez, is unable to yll the position and we are in dire
need of someone to handle this very important job. Please pay our wonderful group something back for all
youbve learned by helping out, as an ofycer or as a member of a committee. We need you!
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The November 2006
AWIill Write 4 Foodo Contest

Write: Look carefully at the photo (right) and write a short-short story (maximum 250
words) about what is happening.

Submit: One entry per member per month.

Via e-mail: Lynnette Baum, therightwriter@cox.net.

Via snail mail: L. Baum, 17595 Harvard., Ste. C-144, lvine, CA 92614.

Deadline: Stories must be received on or before November 17, 2006.

Revised requirements: To facilitate fair judging, put the story name on the top of the
page with your name and daytime phone number underneath. Only the winning author will
be contacted.

Subject Line: November 2006 fiwill Write 4 Food Contesto with your daytime number or
e-mail address.

(For snail mail put this information on the outside of the envelope.) Warning: without the subject line, submission may
not be read in time.

Winner: Attends their next SCWA meeting for free. He or she will also be presented with a winnerés certiycate. The win-
ning story will be featured in the clubts newsletter, The Writers News, and on the organizationds Web site.

Criteria: Contestants must be members of SCWA. The story must be 250 words or less. No evaluation or comments will
be offered on contest submissions. Only one winning entry per member per year.

www.geekphilosopher.com

Lynnette Baum, V.P. Programming

September Contest Winners will be announced next month along with the October winners!

Speaker Evolves from Journalist to Author

Mendoza, cont. from page 5:

The mother of three teenagers, Sylvia volunteers at San Diego Juvenile Hall as a book club facilitator
for young women living there. With the belief that every person has a story to tell, she will share stories
of amazing Latinas when she teaches The Latina Inpuence on American Culture at Palomar College, San
Marcos, California, 2007.

Visit: www.sylvia-mendoza.com. Contact: (760) 942-8058 or e-mail: sylviamendozal@aol.com.

Writerds Corner

AThe most durable thing in writing is style, and style is the most valuable investment a writer can
make with his time. It pays off slowly, your agent will sneer at it, your publisher will misunderstand it, and
it will take people you have never heard of to convince them by slow degrees that the writer who puts his
individual mark on the way he writes will always pay off.0
0 Raymond Chandler, who was mentioned by our October
speaker, Gregg Hurwitz, as his favorite writer.
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